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A RISING TOLL 


e ITALY TOPS CHINA IN DEATHS 


¢ INCH UP IN MISSOURI; SOAR IN ILLINOIS 


US RESPONSE 


Known 
infections 
in US climb 
past 11,000 


BY NICOLE WINFIELD 
AND TIM SULLIVAN 
Associated Press 


ROME — Italy’s death 
toll from the coronavirus 
outbreak eclipsed China’s 
on Thursday as the scourge 
extended its march across 
the West, where the United 
States and other countries 
increasingly enlisted the 
military and improvised at 
every turn to get ready for 
an onslaught of patients. 

Inthe U.S., the Army pre- 
pared mobile military hospi- 
tals for deployment in major 
cities. In Madrid, a four- 
star hotel was turned into 
a hospital. Medical centers 
around the United States 
set up drive-thru testing 
sites that drew long lines of 
motorists waiting for nurses 


SUPPLY SHORTAGES 


Most sick 
people still 
can’t get 
tested here 


BY ERIN HEFFERNAN 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


ST. LOUIS — As health 
care providers and labs 
across the St. Louis region 
scramble to ramp up testing 
for the coronavirus, most 
sick people still can’t get 
tested. 

There has been some 
progress: Three weeks ago, 
the federal government was 
still testing Missouri sam- 
ples for COVID-19 at the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention in Atlanta. 
On Monday the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration 
cleared the way for more 
private labs, hospitals and 
universities to test samples 
on-site to expand capacity. 

Missouri Gov. Mike Par- 
son said Thursday that the 
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LAURIE SKRIVAN, LSKRIVAN@POST-DISPATCH.COM 
Nurses collect samples from a patient at a drive-thru COVID-19 testing station on Thursday outside the Mercy Virtual Care Center in Chesterfield. 


BISTATE RESPONSE 


Illinois 
numbers 
jump with 
more testing 


BY JOEL CURRIER 
AND KURT ERICKSON 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


The number of COVID-19 
cases inched upward Thurs- 
day in Missouri and soared 
again in Illinois, where of- 
ficials counted three more 
deaths from the pandemic. 

Missouri’s new cases rose 
to at least 35 on Thursday, up 
by 11 from the day before. In 
Illinois, officials reported 422 
cases statewide, a jump of 
134 cases from Wednesday. 

The three deaths in Illinois 
were a Will County man in his 
50s, a Cook County woman 
in her 80s and a woman in 
her 70s from Florida who was 
visiting Sangamon County, 
officials said. 

“We are fighting this fight 
for every person in Illinois,” 
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STIMULUS PLAN 


Some adults 
could get 

as much as 
$1,200 each 


BY THE WASHINGTON POST 

WASHINGTON — Sen- 
ate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., released 
a massive economic stimu- 
lus bill Thursday to fight the 
fallout from the coronavirus 
pandemic, even as opposi- 
tion emerged from some 
key Republicans to a central 
element of the plan — di- 
rect cash payments to many 
Americans. 

President Donald Trump 
has expressed support for 
the approach in recent 
days, but he has also shifted 
among numerous ideas in 
recent days amid waves of 
opposition. 

Sen. Lindsey Graham, R- 
S.C., a close ally of Trump, 
was among several GOP 
senators voicing concern or 
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NOT SO PUBLIC 


Health crisis taking 
the public out of 
public meetings - aa 


MEDICAL CARE 


Area doctor struggles 
to get virus tests for 
patients, herself - as 


UNEMPLOYMENT 


Parson mum on 
whether state will 
improve benefits - a7 


Messenger: Tight testing 
rules confound family « a2 


Churches lament the 
cancellation of fish fries « a2 


‘Distancing’ not an option 
for first responders « a4 


Sales of lottery tickets have 
taken a nosedive « a4 


Unemployment claims could 
hit historic highs + a7 


Nicklaus: It’s crisis mode 
once more for Fed « as 


Extremes are new norm for 
financial markets « as 


Many industries are pleading 
for bailouts + a9 


Many national parks open, 
but institute changes + a14 


Wealthy, famous move to 
front of the testing line + a14 


Stoppage of play could cost 
Blues millions + B1 


22 binge-worthy shows to 
help pass the time « Go! 


For up-to-the-minute news 
on the coronavirus outbreak, 
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